CHAPTER XIV
Law and Politics
The  Slingsby case - BircMngtora - McNeilPs   advice -Bonar   Law-Minatory
words-Lloyd George.
WHILE these grave issues impended, Carson was drawn once
again into his long-neglected law courts by a cause ceUbre which
gave both Mm and the British public some little diversion from
their troubles, The case had originally taken the form of a
petition to establish the legitimacy of a child of four, the reputed
son of a Yorkshire gentleman of an ancient house, Charles
Slingsby of Scriven Park, near Knaresborough. The story, as
unfolded in the Court of Mr, Justice Bargrave Deane, showed
that there had been trouble in the family on account of a
marriage deemed unsuitable. Charles Slingsby had wedded an
American widow, some years older than himself. It was alleged
that, being a Roman Catholic, the lady found it difficult to get
on with her father-in-law, a clergyman of the Church of England.
There may have been other reasons. What is certain is that
there was a coolness in the family on the marriage.
Charles Slingsby and his wife had made their home in British
Columbia; but when Mrs. Slingsby, not for the first time,
announced hopes of a child, she resolved that the birth should
take place in San Francisco. To that end she left her home in
the summer of 1910, and in due course a telegram was received
by Charles Slingsby informing him that he was the father of
a son.
For various reasons the family in Yorkshire had their sus-
picions of this presumptive heir to the Slingsby estates; They
instituted inquiries and it was thought to be a suspicious circum-
stance that, whereas the child was born on the 1st September,
1910, a few days before, an advertisement had appeared in the
San Francisco Examiner: " Wanted for adoption, a newly born
infant, must be a boy." Mrs, Slingsby had at first denied any